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Llanhennock Community Council Meeting Held on 07 October 2019 7pm 

Present              Chairman Waters, Vice Chairman Cllr Thomas, Cllr Morgan, Cllr McLeod,  

               Cllr Chivers, Cllr Heath, Cllr Young, Cllr Williams, County Cllr Clarke and Clerk 
Davies. 

Apologies           None    

Declarations of interest  None 

Members of the public present Mr Mike Gam (new resident)   

Minutes of the last meeting  Approved: Cllr Thomas  Seconded: C l l r 
Morgan 

Matters Arising -   

1279/19 Speed indicator signs:  

These have been requested and MCC have said our request will be reviewed in the next financial 
year. Clerk will email a reminder in April 2020. 

1280/19 Newbridge bridge:  

Clerk is still awaiting response from Highways dept. Clerk to chase up again. 

1281/19 Water leak in Tredunnock:  

Welsh Water are monitoring the leak, but due to budget cuts, they say they do not have the 
money to repair this in the near future, unless it becomes more urgent (such as low pressure 
noted in the nearby houses) 

1282/19 Weeding and hedge trimming: 

Morgan has reported that he has not completed the hedge trimming at the ”Toll bar” because 
the job involves a large amount of tree cutting and will need traffic lights on the road. Cllr 
Heath has visited the site and agreed to speak to the owners to ask them to pay for the 
trimming. If they won’t, Clerk will speak to Highways to explain about the poor visibility splays 
at this junction, particularly for tractors and HGVs.  

1283/19 Llanhennock Hill Potholes 

Clerk has received no reply to her email from Highways. Will chase up again. 
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Reports:  None  

Finance 

1284/19 Cheques raised:  

Balance in account £4557.58 

Chairman and Councillors reviewed and approved paperwork for the following cheques to be 
raised:-   

Cheques to the value of £125.12 and £29.05 in respect of Clerk salary and expenses for Sept 
2019. 

Cheque to the value of £39.36 for accountants’ fees 

Cheque to the value of £93.60 for HMRC 

1285/19 Audit Response: 

The audit for 2018/19 has been passed and the only comment from Wales Audit was that the 
signature of Chairman should have been dated after the Clerks signature. Our Financial 
Regulations and Standing Orders policies have been accepted. Clerk will send posters to Cllrs 
Williams and Morgan to display on noticeboards notifying residents of their right to view the 
audit should they wish to contact the Clerk. 

Correspondence 

1286/19 Data Protection Policy: 

Clerk had drafted a policy using a sample version sent from One Voice Wales, this was 
distributed and discussed. Cllr Thomas commented that to check we are complying with all aspects 
of GDPR on a regular basis, we need to have an Annual review date. We will also need to be mindful of 
the Electoral Roll list that is distributed to Clerks occasionally for elections, as this information is 
confidential and cannot be passed on. Other aspects to consider are: Councillors to give permission for 
personal details e.g. phone no, email etc on website; Bank details; Invoices; Planning Applications. Cllr 
Chivers commented that the latter are public documents anyway.  

It was unanimously agreed to adopt the GDPR policy. 

1287/19 Website update: 

Linda, our website designer, had read through all of the details which the Clerk had obtained 
from One Voice Wales regarding the accessibility regulations for council websites. These 
regulations are very extensive and threaten prosecution for non-compliance. Initially Linda did 
not want this responsibility, but after further consultation it seems that other small Community 
Councils are simply ensuring font size, background and font colour are as per design guidelines 
for those with visual impairments; and that the website can be navigated via a keyboard and not 
just through a mouse, which some people with disabilities are unable to use; and their 
accessibility statements will set out what they have done to make their websites accessible.  

One Voice Wales says that as long as LCC has gone as far as is reasonably practical to implement 
the accessibility rules and are prepared to make adjustments where necessary and possible, 
then it would be complying with the Regulations.  Linda is confident that her new website 
template is accessibility compliant: it meets all the basic criteria for readability, responsiveness 
and usability.  
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Councillors were unanimous in their agreement to support Linda in the event of any complaint 
about inaccessibility of the website and they offered to take full responsibility for it. 

Clerk will ask her to go ahead and publish the new website and create the accessibility 
statements as necessary.  

1288/19 Biodiversity – Environment Wales Act : 

One Voice Wales had sent a new regulations document regarding councils’ requirements to 
comply with this Act. The Clerk had queried whether, since we do not own any land, most of the 
suggested action plans were not applicable to our CC; One Voice Wales replied that we do have 
to discuss the matter and be seen to consider how the legislation affects our council; we could 
try to encourage residents to think about biodiversity, such as planting bee friendly flowers or 
erecting bat boxes. The matter was discussed and Cllr Chivers suggested mentioning it at our 
next public event in order to raise awareness. Details of suggestions could also be published on 
our new website. 

Planning 

1289/19 DM/2019/01581 Leat Farm:  

This application was for a general-purpose building to provide storage for hay to prevent 
reduction in value. It was not open for consultation, merely for information only as it is 
permitted development. 

Any Other Business 

1290/19 Usk Road debris: 

Chairman Waters noted that the Usk Road from the bottom of Llanhennock Hill towards the 
Garth Farm has severely overgrown hedgerows and there is roughly 3’ of debris from the kerb, 
which forces vehicles and cyclists to drive into the centre of the carriageway. This is particularly 
hazardous on the bends. Clerk to notify Highways Dept. 

1291/19 Bridge Subsidence: 

Chairman Waters pointed out that the bridge next to Woodbank is showing very severe signs of 
subsidence. The gap between the brick courses is several inches wide and the road is sagging. 
This should be repaired before winter sets in. Clerk to notify Highways Dept. 

1292/19 No HGV signs: 

Chairman Waters suggested that three more No HGV signs with the sat nav symbol need to be 
erected at the following points:   

-The crossroads on Tre Herbert Road by Llandegveth 

- The top of the pitch on Roughton Lane 

- On the Usk Road at the top of Gatlas Lane. 
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Clerk to request these from Highways; Chairman Waters will be happy to do a site visit with 
them. 

1293/19 Telephone boxes: 

Cllr Young reported that the both telephone boxes we own are in need of painting. Clerk was 
asked to get quotes for this work from Morgan. 

1294/19 Christmas meal: 

It was agreed to hold the Councillor’s Christmas meal at the Glan Yr Afon on Monday 16th 
December.  

1295/19 Hedgecutting: 

Chairman Waters noted that the hedgerows around the reservoir at Court Farm need cutting. 
Clerk to notify WWA. 

1296/19 Planning documents for Monmouthshire: 

Cllr Williams informed council of National Planning Document Guides, which are suggesting that 
there should be a green belt covering nearly half of Monmouthshire (north of the M4 and south 
of A449 across to the Wye valley). This would restrict any new buildings apart from 
developments in existing towns/ villages. Any concerns should be directed to Cllr Williams.  

Date of next meeting 

Monday 4th November 2019 – 7 pm in Llanhennock Village Hall.
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