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Llanhennock Community Council Meeting Held on 04 May 2020 7pm 

The Llanhennock Community Council AGM took place remotely via Microsoft Teams video 
messaging and with one councillor on a mobilephone on loud speaker. This is due to face-to-
face meetings having being prohibited by the Government Lockdown regulations due to the 
Covid19 Pandemic. 

Present:    Chairman Thomas, Cllr Williams, Cllr Morgan, Cllr Chivers, Cllr Waters  and Clerk 
Davies. 

Apologies:  Cllr McCleod, Cllr Young, County Cllr Clarke, Vice Chairman Heath 

NB: Cllrs McCleod and Young will be unable to attend remote video meetings over the coming 
months as they do not have internet access in their homes.          

Declarations of interest  None 

Members of the public present None  

Minutes of the last meeting  Approved by : Cllr Williams Seconded by : Cllr 
Young 

1363/20 Government Regulations regarding Community Council meetings:  

One Voice Wales have submitted a Q&A document to clarify conditions regarding Community 
Council meetings. This document was emailed to Councillors prior to the meeting and some of 
these points were particularly applicable to LCC , namely: 

1. Will the public be able to attend the meetings?  

While the social distancing measures are in place, there will be no requirement for meetings to 
be held in public. The equipment available to individual local authorities varies significantly 
across Wales. It will therefore be up to each authority to determine whether it is able to 
accommodate the broadcasting of meetings or remote attendance by members of the public. 
Where these are not practicable, authorities must make certain documents and information 
available electronically. 

Cllrs discussed this matter and decided that if a member of the public wanted to attend a 
meeting, they would need to ask prior permission, from Chair or Clerk, to attend remotely via 
their own device. 

2. What if my council doesn’t have equipment for councillors to take part in meetings by 
video conferencing ? 

 The regulations allow participants to take part in meetings by telephone conference if 
need be. Provided participants can speak to and be heard by each other, the 
requirements as regards remote attendance will be fulfilled. 
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Matters Arising :  

1364/20  Woodbank bridge 

There has been no correspondence from MCC regarding this problem since lockdown began and 
site visits have been halted. Clerk to chase up. 

1365/20 Phone boxes 

Due to lockdown Mr Griffiths had been unable to obtain the paint, but is now expecting it this 
week and should be able to start work shortly to repaint the both phone boxes as requested. 

1366/20 No HGV signs  

Cllr Waters had a site visit in March with MCC engineer to discuss the possibility of extra signs at 
three junctions in the wards to prevent the problem of large lorries getting stuck in these lanes: 
namely at the top of Roughton lane, top of Gatlas lane at Usk Road, and Llandegveth crossroads. 
Only the latter was considered to be necessary and by the time of this meeting they have now 
been installed. It was suggested that photographic evidence was needed next time lorries 
became stuck in these other lanes to help our case for installing signs at these locations as well. 

1367/20 Broken Drain 

This dangerous broken drain on Candwr Lane/Whitehouse lane junction was reported to MCC 
Highways but due to the lockdown again there has been no response as yet. Clerk will chase this 
up. 

1368/20 Pothole Llanhennock hill 

The pothole has been filled in twice since our last meeting, although the underlying problem 
has not been resolved, and councillors felt that as long as the highway remains intact they will 
not pursue the matter further. 

1369/20 Speed indicator signs  

The MCC have said they would be placing a speed survey in Tredunnock to assess the need for 
speed indicator signs this summer, but this has not yet happened due to the current pandemic. 
When the MCC engineer met Cllr Waters in March he was asked whether similar signs could be 
installed in Llanhennock, but was told no, because Llanhennock does not have a proper gateway 
in and out of its village. Council felt that this was not acceptable and want to push further on 
this matter. It was felt that the national speed limit is far too high for the top road and speeding 
cars are a danger to customers, in particular children, who are entering and leaving the 
Wheatsheaf Inn; residents from Cheshire Homes who  may be out in wheelchairs on the lane; 
and to parishioners using the church or village hall users walking to and from events. It was 
noted that youngsters are constantly driving very fast along this road. It was felt that this road 
did have a definite gateway and there was indeed a continuous flow of houses, so that  signs 
could be positioned from the start of the properties at  Highcroft and at the other end at the 
brow of the hill at Little Barn. Cllr Williams will discuss the matter further with another more 
senior highways engineer he knows.    

1370/20 Water leak Tredunnock 

Cllr Morgan reported that Welsh Water had been to dig up the road by the leak, but then 
returned a day later and filled it in having not repaired the leak. 

PMN: Cllr Young reported that WW had since returned and fixed the leak 
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1371/20 Defibrillator register/ servicing 

Since the LCC does not actually own these devices it was felt that it is not responsible for 
servicing them. The clerk is to forward the email regarding the defibrillator register on to the 
Cheshire Home and Cllr Morgan will let the clerk know who actually owns the one in 
Tredunnock, so she can forward it to them as well. 

Correspondence:  

1372/20 Usk Cluster meeting 

The clerk reported that she had received no minutes from this meeting and assumed that it was 
postponed due to the corona virus pandemic lockdown restrictions. 

Reports:     

1373/20 Enforcement notice 

A planning application has now been submitted regarding the widening of a gateway into the 
property opposite Lindens, where there are very old tumble-down cottages; the ground has 
been cleared and several trees have been removed. LCC will wait for their decision. 

1374/20 Gwent police 

The clerk reported she had received an email from PS 1065 Sam Atkinson, who introduced 
himself as the supervisor for Gwent Police Monmouthshire Neighbourhood Team and has given 
his contact details to us should we need them. 

Finance: 

Balance in the account is £4387.92  

1375/20   Cheques raised:  

Chairman and Councillors reviewed and approved paperwork for the following cheques to be 
raised and agreed that the Clerk could cycle to Cllr Morgan’s house in order to get signatures on 
the withdrawal slips ( the clerk herself is also an authorised signatory) : 

 2 x  £125.12 in respect of clerk salary for March and April 2020 

£ 25.44  for clerk expenses for the purchase of USB memory sticks and a locked metal file box 
for her to keep council paperwork more securely at home. 

£63.36    for the accountant’s fees 

£93.60 for HMRC  

£400 each as annual donations for St Johns church and St Andrews church 

1376/20 OVW Membership Renewal 

This year’s subscription is due at £64. It was unanimously agreed to renew this membership. 

1377/20 Risk Report 
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The updated risk report had been prepared and emailed to Councillors prior to the meeting and 
it was approved by all. 

1378/20 Asset Register 

The updated Asset Register had been prepared and emailed to Councillors prior to the meeting 
and it was approved by all. 

1379/20 Internal Audit 

The clerk has already prepared the accounts for inspection by Mrs Rachel Bundy from UHY, our 
internal auditor. She is awaiting a reply from her to find out how to pass on the files to her for 
inspection during this lockdown period. 

Planning     

1380/20 Clomendy Barn 

These plans for a menage in their paddock were forwarded by email to all councillors, several of 
whom approved them by reply; the clerk had then emailed MCC to say there were no 
objections. 

1381/20 Fir Tree House 

These plans for replacing a flat roof to a pitched one were forwarded by email to all councillors, 
several of whom approved them by reply; the clerk had then emailed MCC to say there were no 
objections. 

Local Matters  

1382/20 Car Port Tredunnock 

Cllr Chivers had been approached regarding a dispute with neighbours over a car port 
construction which was alleged to be overhanging the neighbour’s property. The clerk had 
registered an enforcement with MCC, so no further action needed at the moment. 

1383/20 School Catchment areas 

Newport CC has replied to say that their decision is final and children in Monmouthshire will not 
be eligible to be in the catchment area for Caerleon Comprehensive. There is no appeal 
mechanism against this decision. However they said “ there is no barrier to making an 
application it just affects the way the over subscription criteria is applied should the school be 
over-subscribed.” 

1384/20 Water Leak 

The water leak on Gatlas lane by the reservoir at Little Pentopyn, which was recently repaired, 
has begun to leak again in the same place. Clerk to email Welsh Water again. 

Any Other Business    None 

Date of next meeting       Monday 1st  June 2020 – 7 pm via Microsoft Teams video link
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