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Llanhennock Community Council Meeting Held on 7th December 2020 7 pm 

The Llanhennock Community Council AGM took place remotely via Zoom video messaging due to the covid pandemic lockdown restrictions. 

Present:     Chairman Thomas, Cllr Williams, Cllr Morgan, Cllr Chivers, Cllr 
Waters,  

                      Vice Chairman Heath and Clerk Davies.  

Apologies:                                             Cllr McCleod, Cllr Young, County Cllr Clarke ( unable to 
access zoom) 

Declarations of interest:                      None 

Members of the public present:         Mr Chris Underwood  

Minutes of the last meeting:  Approved by : Cllr Heath Seconded by : Cllr 
Morgan 

Chairman introduced Chris Underwood as the applicant for the planning application on Forge 
Cottage and asked that council discussed this matter first so that Mr Underwood could then be 
allowed to leave the meeting. 

Planning:  

1505/20  Forge Cottage – ( Ref DM/2020/01506 a detached 2 bed cottage on the garden 
adjacent to the    

                                 village hall and Ref DM/2020/01507 a detached garage and extensions to 
Forge Cottage) 

Mr Underwood explained that he had attended the meeting to answer any questions that might 
be raised. He also wished to point out the following: 

“With my family having lived in the Parish for over 30 years, and myself for over 25, we were 
very keen for the designs we have chosen to blend in with the village. Forge cottage is to be 
our "Forever" home. 

Subject to planning, we intend to use the new build to live in whilst work is carried out on 
Forge Cottage, then after that, we wish retain ownership of it. It is planned to offer it as a 
rental with priority  given to young people who have grown up within the village or older 
residents wishing to downsize. 

The stone will be Monmouthshire red sandstone to match the existing on Forge Cottage and 
other older buildings in the Village, fascia board detailing will be replicated from that of the 
Old School House and Old Mackworth arms. 
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Although described as a dormer bungalow, it is essentially a small two bedroom cottage. We 
chose to go with dormer windows to enable us to lower the roof line so that it blends with its 
surroundings. 

The position was chosen as it is in a spot where the view of the church is already blocked by 
mature trees in the grave yard. As seen on the photo montage of the design and access 
statement an unobstructed view of the church is still seen on the approach to the village.” 

Clerk had received an objection to this application from the Chairman of the Village Hall 
Committee as follows: 

“Objection: The Indenture, signed just100 years ago, conveying the Village Hall to the residents 
of Llanhennock, only shows the above plot of land as “Garden” but there is a later drawing 
with the Village Hall and adjacent Garden combined as a quite separate property to Forge 
Cottage. The land proposed for the construction of the new dormer bungalow is this Village 
Hall garden area.  The Committee does not want this; we do not consider it appropriate for the 
garden area to be used as an infill building site. 

Title: The late Doug Edmunds moved into Forge Cottage around 1986 and ‘adopted’ the land as 
his vegetable garden until a few years before his death in 2019.  His productive use of the land 
was welcome at the time but cannot be construed as conferring ownership of it. 

Amenity: The Church and Churchyard are the nearest to a public space Llanhennock has to 
offer and the best open view of these is from the road by the drive to Ysoldy Gynt.  The 
proposed dormer bungalow will largely obscure this most attractive feature of the existing 
layout of the village. 

Space: The site chosen for the proposed dormer bungalow is quite narrow with the front door 
too close to the road and the rear wall too close to the churchyard.  Being just below and near 
to the newly refurbished Village Hall, it will also spoil the outlook from the end wall large 
window.  

Intrusion: The end wall of the proposed dormer bungalow has three upstairs windows 
overlooking the nearby churchyard which might offend those with relatives in the vicinity. “ 

Another resident had also agreed with Mr Muir’s comments and asked the clerk to convey his 
objection to the proximity of the cottage to the graves. 

Mr Underwood confirmed that he was indeed the titled owner of this plot/ garden, although he 
was aware that there had been a dispute over 40 years ago with the previous owner. Chairman 
decided that this was not for discussing at this meeting but that rightful ownership was for MCC 
to confirm, LCC were only to discuss the merits or otherwise of the plans. 

Clerk pointed out another objection from a resident about the artist impression photograph of 
the proposed photograph ( on the right) and compared it to one taken by herself (on the left). 
She queried the scale and suggested that the proposed buildings would more likely fill the entire 
garden, with the proposed detached garage at the bottom end; this would entirely block the 
view of the church from the road. The site plans for the detached cottage and garage are not in 
the same application, but when viewed together  it seems the back of the garage will be very 
close to the cottage patio area. 
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Cllr Chivers pointed out that this photo was only illustrative. Mr Underwood explained that 
there would be a small gap between the garage and the cottage patio area and that the garage 
will extend beyond the stone boundary wall of the garden towards Forge Cottage. 

Cllr Chivers asked Mr Underwood about where he would source the stone materials ; he replied 
that he already had some local stone and has found a local supplier to purchase matching stone 
to blend in. 

Mr Underwood also answered questions about the retaining wall to Forge Cottage and when 
asked about the increase to the total floor area he was uncertain, but said that there had 
already been plans passed similar in size ( but not quite as big) by the previous owner of Forge 
Cottage in 2008. 

As there were no further questions, Mr Underwood left the meeting at this point. 

Clerk pointed out that Cllr Young , who could not be present at the meeting had spoken on the 
phone previously to express his very strong objections to the planned cottage, saying that this 
type of infill would be very detrimental to the character of the village and once this precedent 
had been set, could lead to many more houses being built in other gardens. He also agreed with 
the points made by Mr Muir above. 

Cllrs discussed the plans at length and all agreed the detached cottage was in keeping with the 
area regarding size, scale, style and character and thus approved the plans. 

Cllr Williams noted that the red line on the site plan for Forge Cottage was incorrect as it did 
not include the proposed detached garage within the red edged area (which is proposed to be 
sited within the garden area north of the Forge Cottage) . It was pointed out that this may 
invalidate the application and it may need to be rectified before submission. Since the applicant 
for both applications owns all of the land this is just a technicality, but needs correcting legally. 

Clllr Williams and Morgan expressed reservations about the height of the detached garage and 
after some discussion it was agreed that a double ( rather than triple) garage with a lower 
pitched roof ( and hence no storage room above) would be more agreeable and would reduce 
the impact of the new buildings from the roadside. 

It was also felt that the new extension on the roadside towards the south was too high and since 
the land slopes away would look to dominant from the road when driving uphill. After much 
discussion it was suggested that this new section could be built with the eaves lower than the 
existing building so that it is a similar height from the roadside  ( possibly 1metre lower than the 
plans). This first floor bedroom could then be designed with the interior ceiling going up to the 
roofline. 

All Cllrs agreed to these modification suggestions and clerk will convey them to MCC. 

Matters Arising: 

1506 /20  Newbridge bridge 
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Steve Baldwin did a site visit and arranged for divers to remove trapped vegetation which was 
blocking the one arch. This has been done. He also said he is "not too concerned about the 
cracks at the moment; overall, the bridge is in good condition. Unfortunately, I have a list over 
sixty schemes at the moment and these are taking priority." It is unlikely that the repairs to 
cracks will be done this financial year now as originally promised. 

1507/20 Speed signs 

Cllr Chivers had  drafted an email which was sent to Phaedra. Mr Collins senior has since 
arranged for a speed monitoring exercise to be undertaken in Tredunnock to determine actual 
vehicle speeds. Cllr Morgan commented that they were not in place for long. We await the 
results. 

Phaedra had sent the results from the Llanhennock speed monitoring and found that most 
vehicles travelled at less than 30mph during the trial in the urbanised built-up part of 
Llanhennock. He reported that a 30mph speed limit could be supported in principle in 
accordance with current guidelines on setting speed limits. He will add this request to the list of 
road safety and traffic management schemes for consideration and review for possible funding 
in the next financial years programme 

1508/20 Poppies 

We received positive feedback about the installation of poppies for Remembrance day. 
Tredunnock held a short covid secure service in the churchyard. The report and photos of this 
have been updated onto the events page on our website. 

1509/20 Bench 

The Clerk had spoken to Mr Darlow who owns the land on which the proposed bench would sit – 
he is happy for us to go ahead with the idea. 

The Clerk showed council three quotes for benches similar in style/ material to the one quoted 
for by Llangibby Forge and none of which included fitting or galvanising; she could find none 
online that were as cheap they were all far more expensive £594 - £1250. All agreed to use 
Llangibby forge. Chairman said that he could get the bench galvanised at no charge and the 
powder coat pint should be no more than £150 (he will get an exact quote). 

1510/20 Roman Road soil tipping 

Guy at MCC still has had no response from owners of the land. The next step will be to serve a 
warning notice on them. 

1511/20 Fallen NoHGV sign 

The second sign has now been re-erected 

1512/20 White lines 

When asked for an update on the requests for various white lines to be painted, MCC have said 
that they do not usually do these jobs over winter months. 

1513/20 Broken Footbridge 

Cllr Williams reported that this footbridge has still not ben repaired as promised. Clerk to chase 
up. 

Correspondence:  
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1514/20  Letter of thanks 

This had been received from Mr Brace, treasurer of St Andrews church in Tredunnock for the 
purchase/ installation of the poppies on lampposts. 

Reports:   

1515/20 Gwent Police 

REPORTS RECEIVED IN NOVEMBER: 

COVID BREACHES; SHEEP IN THE ROAD BY THE SHOWGROUND; WINDOW SMASHED AND ELECTRICITY BOX DAMAGED 
ON PROPERTY ON TON ROAD; VAN GONE THROUGH HEDGE INTO FIELD ON B4235; OFF ROAD BIKES IN COED Y 
PAEN  

HMRC SCAM – PURPORTING TO BE FROM THE GOVERNMENT OFFERING A SUPPORT SCHEME GRANT EXTENSION, 
CLAIMING THAT YOU ARE ELIGIBLE TO MAKE A CLAIM FOR A SECOND AND FINAL GRANT CAPPED AT £3,750, AND 
STATING THAT YOU ARE APPROVED. YOU CAN REPORT PHISHING TO HMRC TO PHISHING@HMRC.GOV.UK AND 60599 
ON TEXT 

ROYAL MAIL SCAM – EMAIL THAT CLAIMS THAT A ROYAL MAIL HAS TRIED TO DELIVER A PARCEL, THEN ASKS YOU TO 
PAY £1.99 FOR REDELIVERY. IT DIRECTS YOU TO AN OFFICIAL LOOKING PAGE AND ASKS YOU TO PUT IN YOUR BANK 
DETAILS. IF YOU RECEIVE THIS, PLEASE DO NOT CLICK THE LINK BUT INSTEAD FORWARD IT TO 
REPORT@PHISHING.GOV.UK 

1516/20 Enforcements 

New gateway opening on Candwr Road - Breach has been terminated 

Hard core tipping  at Rich Hill farm – planning was approved 

Finance: 

1517/20   Cheques raised       Balance in the account is £4615.73  

Chairman and Councillors reviewed and approved paperwork for the following cheques to be 
raised and Cllr Morgan will sign the withdrawal slips in her garden with the clerk (the clerk 
herself is also an authorised signatory) :   £160.60 and £14.39 in respect of clerk salary and 
expenses for November. 

                         £120.60 in respect of HMRC payments 

1518/20 Audit 2019/20 

The audit has been returned by Wales Audit with just one issue – the value of assets by cost in 
the asset register for last year and the previous year does not comply with the figure in “box12” 
which says £1100. Clerk has liaised with the internal auditors for this year and last year, who 
agreed that this figure had been used in previous years and, since there had been no change in 
the assets over the last few years, they had left this figure unchanged. They advise changing it 
to £1302, which was the total cost of assets when bought as our accounts are cashed based. 
They also suggested checking with BDO that they are happy for this alteration; the clerk has 
done this – awaiting their reply. 

Cllrs also suggested that the “value” column on the asset register should read “replacement 
value” rather than estimated value as noticeboards devalue, yet phone boxes probably go up in 
value. Cllr Williams looked up some prices on Ebay and found that indeed phone boxes can cost 
anything from £1800 - £6500. Chairman pointed out that when the current noticeboards decay 
they should be replaced by plastic ones which are cheaper and more robust. The bench would 
be around £600 to replace. Clerk to re-type the asset register and circulate for next meeting. 
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PMN: Clerk will send the Notice of Conclusion of Audit to website manager to publish and to 
advertise that the accounts are available for inspection by the electorate 

Local Matters:    

1519/20 Library in phone box 

A resident has offered to give a bookcase to LCC which could potentially be used to store books 
in the Llanhennock phone box as a “help yourself library”. This idea has been developed in 
many disused phone boxes around the country. Cllrs felt that although this was a good idea, it 
would need to be monitored and maintained by volunteers. They suggested that the clerk 
speaks to the village hall committee to see if anyone would be willing to organise this. 

PMN: clerk to put a notice on our facebook page to find out if there is any appetite for such a 
scheme 

1520/20  Fallen direction sign 

Mr Hawkins had pointed out that a road sign had fallen at the junction by Croes Llwarch. Clerk 
will find out exactly which sign it is and report it to Highways 

Any Other Business  :  

1521/20 Pothole 

The pothole has reappeared again on Llanhennock hill. Chairman asked Clerk to report it to 
Highways and ask them to just refill it again at least ( since they are clearly not going to sort 
out the underlying issue) 

Date of next meeting  :  Monday 4th January 2021 to be held via zoom
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