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Llanhennock Community Council Meeting Held on Mon 10th May 2021 7 pm 

         Present:     Chairman Thomas, Vice Chairman Heath, Cllr Williams, Cllr Morgan, Cllr 
Chivers, Cllr McCleod, Cllr Young, Cllr Waters, and Clerk Davies 

Apologies:   County Cllr Clarke                  

Declarations of interest:   None 

Members of the public present:    None  

Minutes of the last meeting:   

Approved by : Cllr Morgan  

Seconded by : Cllr Williams 

Matters Arising: 

1624/21 Newbridge On Usk bridge:  Update from MCC was that Steve Baldwin had visited the 
bridge a number of times after the flood instances over Christmas and New Year to inspect for 
damage and flood debris and, while he noted a few cracks in the parapets, the abutments and 
main arch barrels still looked in good condition given the levels of water and debris over that 
period. Later this summer MCC will be undertaking their annual underwater inspections of the 
abutment and taking a further look at the structure, shortly, in preparation for these works; any 
repairs they can do as part of this contract they will try and include. Cllr Morgan requested that 
the clerk find out the date of Steve’s visit so that she may meet him to discuss the issues. 

PMN: Cllr Morgan happened to meet Steve while out walking on the bridge the next day and 
she had a constructive conversation and explained all of the concerns about the bridge.  

1625/21 Speed signs: Cllr Chivers reported that he has arranged a site meeting with Phaedra 
again to address the concerns of the residents and he will point out that the speed tests were 
completed over a particularly quiet week. It was suggested that any other interested residents 
should also be encouraged to meet Phaedra in order that he can see the strength of feeling/ 
concern about the speeding cars through the village.  Cllr Chivers will also ask Phaedra for an 
update on the speed calming measures for Llanhennock top road, which MCC had promised to 
look into in this financial year. 

1626/21 Verge markers in Tredunnock: Clerk had noticed that the service request for this 
issue was missing from the MCC webpage and had emailed to ask for an update on the matter, 
but has still received no reply 

1627/21 Candwr brook footbridge: Some good news – the newly fabricated and very 
substantial steel footbridge has now been installed over the Candwr brook ! 
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1628/21 Soil tipping: Guy Delamare had finally responded to the clerks emails and said that 
permission had been granted for soil tipping on this field, though not to the extent that had 
been carried out. He was still waiting for a response from NRW and the tree officer and hoped 
to visit the site again this week. 

1629/21 White line painting; blocked drains and ditches; fallen footpath signs; potholes: 

LCC currently have 12 service requests logged on the MCC website for these issues and despite 
reminders from the clerk, no replies have been received giving an update, except for the case 
of potholes on Ty Isaf lane, which was closed by MCC, who said they visited the site and saw no 
potholes in need of attention. Cllr Waters strongly disputed this and asked the clerk to follow 
this up again. 

1630/21 Tankers on Roughton lane: Despite two emails to Craig Williams at Torfaen CC, clerk 
has received no response, but will persevere. Comments were made about the frustrations of 
trying to communicate with MCC for many of our service requests, which are mounting up with 
no progress being made; covid pandemic should not account for such poor communication over 
requested updates. Cllr Waters reported that he had not actually seen anymore tankers using 
the lanes recently. 

1631/21 Candwr Lane water leak: Further phone calls with Welsh Water were made and a new 
job ref was created, but Cllr Williams reported that the leak seems to have stopped for now, so 
we must assume it was fixed, although the clerk had not been informed. 

1632/21 Glen Usk Road closure: MCC reported that “what remains of the damaged culvert is 
not in a good condition and the only practical solution will be to replace the culvert with a new 
pipe and construct new headwalls for the inlet and outlet. The initial culvert design is 
complete and the detailed drawings will now need to drafted and then submitted to the Flood 
Team for Ordinary Watercourse Consent. The Consent can take up to 8 weeks after the plans 
are submitted”. They reported that they will also need permissions from the landowner to 
undertake the works, but Cllr Heath , who is the landowner, said he had already given his 
permission. In addition, Steve Baldwin will be onsite with the Operations Area Engineer 
tomorrow and  will take a look to see what can be done to make this safer in the meantime. Cllr 
Heath reported that residents have been complaining to him directly about the road closure and 
there have already been at least 4 car collisions on the road. Cllr Chivers suggested that MCC 
could be asked to reduce the road width using the concrete bollards so that a single car and /or 
emergency vehicles could pass through, rather than block the road completely. Clerk to enquire. 

1633/21 Scrap cars on Leat Farm: Guy Delamare had asked the clerk for confirmation that the 
scrap cars were still in situ; he will be serving a notice on Leat Farm as the next stage. It was 
also noted that additional demountable buildings have been erected on the site; Guy has been 
informed. 

1634/21 Re-positioning of Tredunnock Phone box: Cllr Williams reported that he has 
submitted a pre-application report to the planners in order to ascertain what is required and 
how acceptable the suggestion of it’s new position is likely to be. 

1635/21 Library in Llanhennock phonebox: A quote had been received from Jason Griffiths to 
install a set of shelves in the phonebox in order for us to set up a community library; £160 
labour and £68 materials. Discussion took place about the need to acquire 3 quotes for every 
single maintenance job required, even if they are very small monetary amounts. It was felt that 
for works of a value less than £300, there should not be a requirement for 3 quotes, provided 
that councillors felt that good value for money was clear. Clerk had emailed OVW for their 
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advice on this matter and was told that “it depends on what is included in the Council’s 
financial regulations. If the regulations state that the Clerk is required to strive to obtain more 
than one quotation for a particular item of work based on estimated value then that is what 
must be pursued. The Council could consider increasing the level at which competitive 
quotations are required so that very small jobs , for example under £300, could be accepted 
without competition. Care should however be taken to ensure that the figure set is not 
perceived to be anti-competitive with no appropriate assessment of value for money“. 
Councillors were unanimous in agreeing to accept Jason’s quotation, as it was very reasonable, 
and to ask him to carry out the works. Clerk will present the Financial Regulations at the next 
meeting in order that they may be checked and/or updated as necessary. It was suggested that 
jobs under £300 should not require 3 quotes necessarily-  proposed by Cllr Young and seconded 
by Cllr McLeod. 

1636/21 Falling trees by Madam Rogers Wood: Martyn Evans from MCC had initially emailed to 
say that these trees were not the responsibility of MCC, but the landowners. Clerk asked him to 
forward a map of land boundaries and subsequently pointed out that the verge on the right hand 
side going downhill was wide and not on private land. He visited the site and subsequently 
commented “ I have inspected the trees in all of the ravine and would consider them as not posing a 
danger. There are a number of hung up branches that have fallen however they seem secure and not in 
danger of falling on the highway.” Clerk had also emailed one of the owners of Madam Rogers 
wood to ask them to take a look at the trees down the left hand side as well. Chairman Thomas 
disagreed with his findings and said that the tree that had fallen across the road had been hit by 
a high sided vehicle, so other trees may also do the same as the canopy in this area is so low. 
Clerk to ask Martyn Evans to raise height of tree canopy to prevent this happening. 

1637/21 Caeryder Oak signage: Clerk had seen an example in Clevedon of an information sign 
and had sent the councillors a photograph of it via whatsapp; they agreed it was a suitable style 
and she subsequently obtained several quotes for an acrylic/ dibond A4 sign to be mounted onto 
a wooden post. However, Cllr Young (who does not have internet/whatsapp) said that he 
considered that the sign should be a more robust metal sign , such as the Civic Society blue 
circle type. Clerk to research costs and details for this style of sign. 

1638/21 Painting of fingerpost sign: Jason Griffiths had submitted a quote for this work £160 
labour  + £29 materials. It was felt this was a reasonable price and, for the same reason as ref  
1635/21 above, it was unanimously agreed that he be asked to carry out the work without the 
need for 2 other quotes. 

Correspondence:  None 

Reports:   

1639/21 Gwent Police:  This month’s report was displayed on screen to Cllrs. No major 
concerns noted. The monthly police report is now emailed to councillors prior to meetings and 
Cllr Young requested a paper copy be given to him as he does not receive emails. 

1640/21 Enforcements: Only one new enforcement was noted in our wards . 

Finance: 
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1641/21 Accounts: Balance in the account is £4629.41 

1642/21 Cheques raised: Chairman and Councillors reviewed and approved paperwork for the 
following cheques to be raised: clerk salary for April and postage expenses. 

1643/21 Internal audit: Clerk has now submitted the accounts to the internal auditor Mrs 
Rachel Bundy. 

Planning:      None 

Local Matters:    

1644/21 Merger with Llangibby CC: 

Prior to the forthcoming merger of community councils next May, there were a list of queries 
which need addressing regarding the practicalities of this event. Since County Cllr Clarke was 
not present it was decided to discuss this at the next meeting and email him the queries in 
advance. Cllr Young also requested to see a map of the new proposed council area and numbers 
of councillors that will be required from each ward. 

Any Other Business  :   

1645/21 Lane signage: Cllr Waters requested that the lanes in Llangattock NC need to have 
their signage reinstated at either end as delivery drivers can get easily confused between them. 
Cllr Chivers suggested buying extra signs to keep as spares to replace them as they get 
damaged.  

1646/21 Broadband issues: Cllr Williams reported an improvement in the broadband situation 
in Candwr lane area; they are soon to be connected. Chairman Thomas said that Country 
Connect have told him that with just 30 households signing up, it would be possible to get free 
connections to the fibre optic cables using government grants. He will obtain more details from 
Mark Tomlinson and advertise a possible village meeting in Llanhennock for interested parties. 

Date of next meeting  :  Monday 7th June 2021 at 7pm
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