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Llanhennock Community Council Meeting Held on Mon 2nd August 2021 7 pm 

Present:                          Chairman Thomas, Cllr Williams, Cllr Morgan, Cllr McCleod, Cllr Young, 
County Cllr Clarke, Cllr Waters and Clerk Davies 

Apologies:                        Cllr Chivers, Vice Chairman Heath,  

Declarations of interest:       None 

Members of the public present:     None  

Minutes of the last meeting:   

Approved by  Cllr Young Seconded by Cllr Morgan  

Matters Arising: 

1692/21 Lack of response from MCC and Torfaen CC: Clerk reported the number emails that 
have been sent to MCC regarding the many service requests now outstanding, in particular the 
speed signs issues and road signage, and that she receives no replies or acknowledgments. It 
was suggested that Jane Pratt should be informed in order to improve the situation 

1693/21 Glen Usk Road broken culverts: A Teams meeting was held between Jane Pratt, Mark 
Hands, Allan Thomas and Debra Davies to get an update on the two damaged culverts. Mark 
Hands apologised for delays and reported “ The design/drawings of the culvert replacement are 
complete and they are currently with the flooding team to secure Ordinary Water Course Consent, 
which is expected within the next couple of weeks.  Steve is working through any potential ecology 
issues and needs to speak to the landowner……  We are still awaiting confirmation from the Welsh 
Government that funding is available for recovery works associated with the storms in late 2020 and 
early 2021…..We hope to have that confirmation imminently, by which time we will be ready to go on 
the ground.  I am hopeful that the works can be completed this calendar year…. I have discussed your 
suggestion that the road be reopened to allow small cars to pass through, but regrettably this will not 
be possible due to the state of the carriageway and the danger opening it would cause.  I would 
therefore ask for your continued patience while we resolve the issue….. .  Steve Baldwin has visited the 
site (of Garnbrook Cottage culvert) and advises he will return after the summer when the vegetation 
has naturally died down and when ecology disturbance is a reduced risk.  We can then undertake tree 
removal and assess other works that may be needed.” 

Cllrs commented that at least they now have some sort of information, and that it was not acceptable 
that emails to MCC had previously not even been acknowledged. It was suggested that in future the clerk 
uses read receipts on all emails to MCC and when emails are not replied to forward them to Jane Pratt 
again. 

1694 /21 Pothole on Llanhennock hill: In the same Teams meeting Cllr Thomas asked about this issue as 
well and Mark Hands has reported “ I note from your subsequent email that this was first raised with 
Mark Watkins in October 2019 and clearly our multiple attempts to remedy the pothole have not been 
successful. I have raised this with colleagues to understand what alternative actions are needed.  In the 
short term I have asked our Operations team to continue to patch the hole as needed to remove any 
immediate danger, but as you suggest, we need to identify and fix the root cause.” 
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Cllr Waters recalled that he met with Welsh Water and BT and MCC over 10 years ago to discuss the root 
cause of this pothole. It was decided back then that the water rising above where the WW pumping 
station is, was flowing down the BT ducting under the road and collecting at the bottom where it washes 
out the subsoil creating the pothole. Cllr Young recalled the problem starting nearer 20 years ago! Clerk 
to let Mark Hands know this information and push for a solution once and for all. 

1695/ 21 Drains and blocked ditches on Candwr lane: Cllr Williams reported that MCC had 
been to clear the sludge from the drains last week, but did not enter the field to clear the ditch 
which leads into them as had been requested, so the work was a waste of time. Cllrs suggested 
that Jane Pratt should be informed of the long delays and inadequate service provided regarding 
blocked drain problems, which have been reported many months ago. 

1696/21 Re-positioning of Tredunnock Phone box: Cllr Williams reported that the planning 
application had now been all submitted, but that he had spoken to a conservation officer who 
seemed less than positive about the chance of getting permission to move the phonebox 
because he said it was the “setting” of the box near the bridge and pub that was listed, not just 
the box itself. 

1697 /21 Library in Llanhennock phonebox: Usk library hub manager said they would donate 
books to our library; they have plenty of adult fiction but unfortunately, they didn’t have any 
children’s books, which is what we are short of. Clerk put out an appeal on FB page and some 
more books have since appeared; Usk library have also since found some more children’s books 
for us, which the clerk will collect. We also have had offers of help to maintain library from Elen 
and Neil Statham and Suzanne House. 

1698 /21 Potholes in Gatlas lane: Cllr Waters reported that although some potholes were 
repaired in Gatlas lane, the biggest one near Gatlas Cottage was left not done ( despite him 
commenting to the contractors at the time about it). Clerk will report this to MCC. 

1699 /21 Missing Roadsigns: Cllr Waters confirmed the numbers of roadsigns required and their 
positions; namely 2 x Gatlas Lane, 2 x Roughton Lane and 2 x Pentopyn Lane. Clerk will order 
these from MCC. 

1700/21 Caerydor Oak signage: potential wording for the plaque was discussed as prepared by 
Cllr Young , 31 words. Clerk had found another website since last meeting that makes blue circle 
style plaques, but it was decided that these were only suitable for people not trees; councillors 
preferred to have a stainless steel type plaque. Clerk had found some rough price guides as 
follows: 

Blue plaque from signcast.co.uk  : A 12” plaque with 50 words would cost £325.00 excl VAT and 
delivery.  If it were 10 or 20 words it would be £275.00 or £295.00 

Lacquered brass plaque from theengravingshop.co.uk : 12” x 10”, corner holes  drilled, 1.2mm thick = 
£114 

Brass plaque by brunelengraving.co.uk : 300 x 200mm Including a wooden base and metal stake = £278 

It was decided to get some proper quotes now that the wording had been decided upon. It was also 
suggested to include a logo of the tree using a design drawn by Emily Davies which she sells on her Etsy 
page www.etsy.com/uk/shop/SunflowerRoadStudio and is displayed on our noticeboard. 

1701 /21 Verges: Following the last email to MCC all of these verges have now thankfully been 
cut back 

1702 /21 Hedge strimming maintenance: Morgan had expressed that he did not wish to carry 
out this maintenance work as per previous year’s payment . A new tender process was carried 
out with 3 contractors and council chose Brian Davies to do the work.  
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Correspondence:   None 

Reports:   

1703/21 Gwent Police:  This month’s report was displayed on screen to Cllrs. No major 
concerns noted.  

1704/21 Prison report: Cllr Young reported on his virtual meeting with the prison committee; 
there was little activity to report due to covid seriously curtailing the movement of prisoners, 
although 2 staff and 1 prisoner had sadly died from Covid related diseases. The prisons had also 
achieved the top marks over all areas in a recent inspection. 

Finance: 

1705/21 Accounts: Balance in the account is currently £6279.46 

1706/21 Cheques raised: Chairman and Councillors reviewed and approved paperwork for the 
following cheques to be raised:  

Clerk salary for July of £200.80 and expenses for ink £30.98 ; Payment for internal audit £100; 
Payment for repair to phonebox door ( which did not close properly) by Jason Griffiths £50 

1707 /21 Internal audit: Rachel Bundy apologised for the lateness of her report, but she has 
had difficulties with covid issues in work as well as her own health issues due to her pregnancy. 
The annual report is supposed to be approved by council by 30th June, but since the council had 
already approved the accounts prior to her internal audit she thought this should not be a real 
problem, as long as LCC meets the deadline for giving notice to electors to view the annual 
report/ accounts (which is August 6th). The Clerk has sent the notice to website manager and 
gave printed versions to Cllrs Williams and Morgan for the noticeboards, to be pinned up on 
August 4th. The accounts can then be viewed as requested during the period 20th August to 17th 
September. The Clerk has also included a cover note to this effect for the Wales Audit. 

Cllrs were emailed all relevant documents prior to the meeting and they were also displayed on 
screen and discussed.  The Internal auditors report was read out and contained no major issues 
or problems. Cllrs again approved the accounts, the annual report statement, the risk report, 
which had been updated, and the asset register. The Chairman signed the relevant documents. 

Planning:      None 

Local Matters:  

1708 /21  Litter:      A local resident close to Cheshire Home had complained to the clerk about 
litter dropped outside the Cheshire Home, in particular disposable face masks, which are being 
dropped daily probably by staff or visitors to the Cheshire Home. The clerk has written to the 
manager to ask her to discuss this matter with her staff and visitors. 

Any Other Business  :   

1709/21 Defibrilator: Cllr Waters questioned whether a defibrillator should be installed in the 
Llangattock Nigh Caerleon ward. The Chairman agreed that the ward should have one, but there 
was no suitable place to install one; there is no redundant phone box or other sheltered place in 
the ward. 

Date of next meeting  :  Monday 6th September 2021 at 7pm
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