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Llanhennock Community Council Meeting Held on Mon 6th December 2021 7 pm 

Present:  

Chair Thomas, Vice Chair Heath, Cllr Morgan, Cllr Waters, Cllr Chivers, Cllr Young, Cllr Williams, 
and Clerk Davies 

Apologies:    Cllr McCleod and County Cllr Clarke 

Declarations of interest:   None          

Members of the public present:   Mr Carl Touhig from MCC  

Minutes of the last meeting approved by:  Cllr Chivers   Seconded by:  Cllr Waters  

Matters Arising:   

1762/21 Highways issues:  Mr Carl Touhig, Head of Neighbourhood Services at MCC was given 
printed details of the many outstanding service requests in our wards ( see attached notes); 
including blocked drains and ditches, potholes, bridge repairs, verge markers, the two broken 
culverts on Glen Usk Road. Cllrs felt disheartened at the lack of response and slow progress 
being made. Cllrs Young, Waters, Morgan and Williams explained the history several of the 
ongoing issues and Mr Touhig explained the difficulties his department are experiencing and 
their programme of works. He admitted that MCC need to improve their communication with 
CC’s. Chairman Thomas pointed out that we need to be made aware of the schedules of work so 
that we may relay these timescales to our residents. Mr Touhig also explained the priority rules 
his department applies to jobs. 

Mr Touhig made notes of all the comments made and promised to get back to us with more 
details. 

Cllr Chivers pointed out the very poor state of the road into Tredunnock and the accidents that 
cyclists have trying to ride over the many ruts caused by previous poor re-surfacing. Mr Touhig 
said that £80 million was needed in Monmouthshire to get the road network up to scratch! We 
have many more C roads than some other Welsh counties rather than A roads, hence our funding 
is lower. He also explained about recruitment problems and supply problems due to covid. 

Cllr Waters discussed the drain problems on the many lanes and in particular on Roughton lane; 
Mr Touhig offered to do a site visit with him present.  

Chairman thanked Mr Touhig for attending and listening and hoped that in future we could 
maintain better communication with MCC Highways. 

Mr Touhig left the meeting at this point. 

1763/21 Caerydor Oak signage: Clerk had further confirmation on prices and a decision was 
made to choose HockErill Engraving as they were the cheapest and offered essentially the same 
product as the other two companies. Clerk will order the plaque, after first confirming again 
with Owen Evans about its positioning. 
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1764/21 Hall Wi-Fi : Clerk reported that the company Country Connect has offered to install 
Wi-Fi to the village hall without charge. No timescale has been decided as yet. 

Correspondence: 

1765/21 Mergers of Community Councils: Clerk displayed copies of emails she had received 
from other clerks in the county pointing out various problems and issues that need addressing 
before next years elections and mergers. In addition, there were queries over the new 
requirement for clerks to take the CiLCA qualification, and concerns that this could result in 
many clerks resigning. 

1766/21 CiLCA qualification and GPOC: Clerk reported that she had contacted Paul Egan at 
OVW regarding the CiLCA qualification and read out his reply. He explained that the course 
would not be mandatory, but funding would be available to those wishing to raise standards in 
the sector and to gain access to the new General Power of Competence. However, there will 
still remain a wide range of statutory powers available and S137 of the local Government Act 
1972 will remain on the statute book. A copy of these powers was emailed to the clerk which 
she showed to councillors. 

1767/21 Key Considerations Document from MCC: This document was displayed on the screens 
and several relevant points were considered. It was noted that:_ 

•  Llangybi Fawr and Llanhennock CC will both be dissolved and the new successor council 
called Llangybi will be created.  

• There will be one councillor from each of the wards Llanhennock, Tredunnock, 
Llangattock NC, Coed y Paen, Llandegveth and 3 for Llangybi 

• Assets and liabilities from both CCs will automatically transfer to the new CC 
• There will be no need to set a precept for 2022/23 for Llanhennock CC as it will only 

exist for a few weeks and there are sufficient funds in reserves. 
• All funds in reserve will transfer to the new CC 
• Both Llangybi and Llanhennock use Zurich insurers, so clerk will contact them for advice 

on how to transfer the policies and liaise with Llangybi clerk. 
• We may need to audit for 2021/22 up to May 6th 2022 rather than March 31st. TBC 
• All cllrs will retire and stand for re-election. We may need to advertise for new 

prospective cllrs as the current cllrs are unsure about standing for re-election. Clerk was 
asked to advertise on the website and facebook page and on a poster on noticeboards to 
that effect. 

• The community needs to be made aware of the forthcoming changes. 

1768/21 Llangybi CC Nov meeting: Clerk attended the last meeting of Llangybi CC where they 
discussed much of the above. She relayed the contents of the minutes and also read a copy of 
their notice to the community of the changes to the community councils; their clerk Alan 
Browne had agreed we could use the same notice to inform our own community. Chairman 
agreed that clerk should edit a copy and put it on our website and produce a hard copy for the 
noticeboards. 

1769/21 OVW Monmouthshire Zoom Meeting: Clerk attended this meeting on Nov 24th with 
representatives from all CC’s, MCC, Wales Gov, NALC, SLCC, Audit Wales and One Voice Wales. 
She reported that many CCs were frustrated at the lack of advice and the short timescale in 
which to organise the mergers; many issues are still unresolved.  



MCC will be sending out advice in Jan about election processes, timetable of dates and will hold 
candidate sessions at the end of Jan. They will also send out letters to all households explaining 
the situation of the new boundaries etc. Election day will be May 5th 2022.  

Many questions had been submitted prior to this meeting ( including several from the clerk) and 
OVW promised to produce a FAQ list. 

MCC will be responsible for hosting the first meeting of any new councils in order to elect new 
chairmen. 

Wales Audit were still unsure whether audits should be made up to March 31st or May 6th and 
were waiting for Welsh Gov decision on this. 

John Pearson from MCC said they would produce a new register of electors with more detailed 
maps on Dec 1st. 

All records of minutes and documents of dissolved CCs must be archived and websites kept live 
for the time being, until all electronic documents can be archived. 

Reports:   

1770/21 Gwent Police October Report: this information was circulated and required no further 
discussion. 

1771 /21 Enforcements for October: only one item was reported this month. 

1772 /21 Prison Liaison Committee: Cllr Young gave an account of the remote meeting he 
attended with the new prison Governor; who reported briefly on the current numbers of 
inmates and that they were all fully vaccinated. 

Finance: 

1773/21 Accounts: Balance in the account is currently £5792.01 ( one more precept payment 
due this month) 

1774/21 Cheques raised: Chairman and Councillors reviewed and approved paperwork for the 
following cheques to be raised: Clerk salary for November £200.80; Maintenance work £60; 
Accountants fees for Oct-Dec £36 

Planning:     None 

Local Matters:  

1775/21 Defibrilator: Clerk reported that Cheshire Homes have put up two posters on the poles 
on the roadside to let public know of the defibrillator’s location and a phone number to call in 
an emergency. They also said that the pads on the defibrillator are out of date and wondered 
whose responsibility it was to replace them. Cllrs agreed that the defibrillator was initially 
made as a donation to the Cheshire Homes on the understanding that it would also be available 
to the general public if needed. Thus, the Cheshire Home is now responsible for its 
maintenance. Clerk to relay the response. 

Any Other Business  :   

1776 /21 Flytipping : Cllr Morgan reported that someone had dumped kitchen units and other 
rubbish in the lay-by next to the Newbridge bridge. Clerk to log it with MCC.  

1777/21 Poppies: Cllr Chivers forwarded thanks from Tredunnock residents for putting up the 
poppies again this year. 



  Date of next meeting  :  Monday 10th January 2022 at 7pm


